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The dead and the living:

A little bit about Oakwood cemetery
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The deceased glide into a world that differs from this one only in its diminished intensity. The living enter the
world of the cemetery which differs from the hustle and bustle of modernity presenting one with tranquility and silence.
Cemeteries aren’t just for the deceased. They are also for the living. The cemetery is a different place, a quieter space and
those of today are viewed differently than they once were: From an abode of the dead to a cultural institution for the living.
Cemeteries started to be viewed this way since the 19th century.
Through the last one hundred and seventy three years Beloit has not only provided a dwelling for the dead but also
a site for the living, for those who find them interesting as something to study, for those families of the deceased. Loved
ones visit with flowers and prayerful thoughts and take a moment at the grave in the whispering quiet of Oakwood, Beloit’s
first official cemetery which opened in 1840 and was named, as the record shows, by Mrs. W. Doland. The area was then
a bucolic setting on eleven acres. There are today 18,468 grave spaces at this old place some of which are occupied, some
not. In 1944 there were 9000 grave spaces on 28 acres and acreage hasn’t increased since then. There is some confusion
as to Beloit’s first unofficial cemetery with Mechanics Green mentioned as site of the first burial. More concrete evidence
suggests Horace White Park, known as the Public Park, as the first cemetery established in 1837. It is from Horace White
Park that Eleazer Crane (d.1837), Chloe Blodgett(d.1838) and Caleb Blodgett (d.1840) were removed to be re-buried at
Oakwood when it became official that Oakwood would be Beloit’s cemetery. These latter two people were, so to speak,
the mother and father of Beloit. It was Caleb who greeted members of the New England Emigrating Company when they
arrived in the later part of 1836. Oakwood is home to Beloit’s founders and its first builders.
This is a cemetery decorated with an array of statuary, some of it impressive and interesting. Adorning the graves of
August and Sophia Milton, John and Elizabeth Dunbar, Richard and Emma Martin, Charles and Mary Burrow, Samuel and
Ann Pye and Kate Grout, are cement trees. These were fashionable for cemeteries of the Victorian period and it is certain
that all of them were built by Jackson Monument (Alvin Jackson 1832-1921). Made of Bedford Stone (from Bedford,
Indiana) the most dramatic of these is that of Kate Grout who died in 1884 at the age of 21. Kate, it was said, had a habit
of taking her book, writing pad and binoculars outside to read, write and look at things while sitting under a tree. Trying to
ride out a summer storm of one of those Victorian days she was struck by lightning and killed. Her parents commemorated
the site of her burial at Oakwood, appropriately, with a cement tree with a niche carved into it where she would have
leaned into the tree for support. This tree monument (pictured right) is located close to another one that is prominent in
Oakwood and that is the Broder Mausoleum. Probably a novella could be written about the Broder girls alone, particularly
Continued inside

BHS Lincoln Center hours are noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and by appointment on Saturday. Call 608-365-7835.
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